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JAN2 3 2006
Paul A. Marshall
CaliforniaDepartment of Water Resources
South Delta Branch
I4169th Street, 2ndfloor
Sacramento,CA 95814

Dear Mr. Marshall,

I am writing to offermycommentson the draft environmentalimpact report/statement for the South
Delta ImprovementsProgram, particularlyregarding the part of the project that would increasethe
maximumpumpinglimit for the state water project's Delta pumps to 8,500cubicfeet per second.I
stronglybelievethat this project is unnecessaryand couldfurther damage a Bay-Deltaecosystemthat
has alreadybeenharmedbyexcessivewater diversions.

I urge you to withdraw the draft environmentalimpact report and issuea new draft with a preferred
alternativethat includesa significantreductionin Delta water diversions.The analysisof this
alternativeshould includepotential environmentalbenefits,howwater conservationand other proven
water managementtools can help the state meet its future water needs,and how such a reduction,
combinedwith investmentsin other water supplysources,could improvethe reliabilityof urban water
supplies.

I alsourge youto include,in the newpreferredalternative,at least as muchwater dedicatedto
ecosystemrestorationand protectionas is requiredby the state's plan to protect and restore the delta-
the CALFED Bay-DeltaPlan.The Department ofWater Resourcesshouldwork to restorethe delta
protectionsin that plan that havebeen underminedduring the past fiveyears.

Finally,I urgeyou to issuea fulldraft environmentalimpact report on the proposal to increasethe state
water project's maximumpumping limit once improvedscientificinformationis availableregarding
the causesof the delta's declineand oncethis declinehasbeen reversed.

Thank you foryour time and consideration.

Sincerely,

s~~~


